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Memories, Homeland and the Call from a

Distant Land:
On Zhang Xiguo’s “Drifting Soul”

Ng Yean Leng (Lecturer, Chinese Studies Department, New Era College)

Abstract

In 1949, the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) retreated to Taiwan after it suffered
defeat at the hands of the Chinese Communist Party in the mainland. Many Chinese
residents followed. Among them was Zhang Xiguo who moved with his family to
Taiwan at the age of five. Though the Nationalist Party had hoped to retake China after
its retreat, this remained an empty dream and caused much disappointment among the
Taiwanese residents, many of whom had thought that the retreat was only temporary
and had hoped to return to their homeland one day. They did not recognize and were
confused over the status of Taiwan. Zhang Xiguo himself felt banished by his homeland.
This loneliness influenced his decision to further his studies in the United States in 1969.
This decision greatly influenced his style of writing. By the time he reached his peak
in the 1980s, his writings showed a fundamental change as he tried to put himself in a
place he called his “homeland”. This paper attempts to investigate the dynamic factors

of exile reflected in Zhang’s works.
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